Teaching and Practicing
Critical Games Studies

a friendly workshop
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Wait. Who is this guy?
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Enough about me.
Who are you?
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CGS: The Class
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The Plan

A Challenging Thesis
 Critical Studies
 Colorful Context
 Rhetoric

* Helpful Lenses

* Practicum
 Reflection
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A Challenging Thesis

Games can do good.
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A Challenging Thesis

Games can do harm.
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A Challenging Thesis

Games that we make can do harm.
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A Challenging Thesis

Everything that we make can do harm.
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A Challenging Thesis

Everything that we make will do harm.
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A Challenging Thesis

Everything that we make will do good ...

... and harm.
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Critical Studies

Two questions:
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Critical Studies

Two questions:

e What does this mean?
e What does this matter?
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Critical Studies

Two questions:

e What does this mean?
e What does this matter?
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Colorful Context

THE COLONEL IS WAITING...

PLAY NOW!




Colorful Context
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Colorful Context
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"You hunt a big lizard over one of several open-ish world maps, kill it, turn it into a
pair of studded jorts and a giant bone hammer, and then use them to kill a bigger
lizard. In this fashion, you work your way up the food chain ... "

"It’s exceptionally beautiful and enormously deep — and it’s silly amounts of fun,
so long as you don’t think too hard about what it’s saying about the relationship
between humans and nature"

"Iceborne is an essential expansion for a game that is paradoxically both
enormous and niche. I'd recommend it to everyone — even if only because it’s
likely to convert a few of you to veganism."

- Nic Reuben, Rock Paper Shotgun (/1)
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https://www.rockpapershotgun.com/2020/01/07/monster-hunter-world-iceborne-review/

Critical Studies

What does this mean?
— Useful discomfort

What does this matter?
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Rhetoric

OK. So. Rhetoric.
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Rhetoric

C lan Bogost
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Rhetoric

The art of persuasion and expression
(in whatever medium)
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Rhetoric: Spoken Words

=

Clinton: "Do you favor ... abolishing the
affirmative action program that produced
Colin Powell? Yes or no. Yes or no!"

A .
i
B Y

Abigail Thernstrom:

‘I do not think that itis ¢
racial preferences that /
made Colin Powell." é'

, -
'
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http://www.c-span.org/video/?96122-1/town-meeting-race

Rhetoric: Written Words

OFFICIAL 2016 DEMOCRATIC PARTY SURVEY

DNC MEMBERSHIP # 3390091010 SURVEY TRACKING SCANLINE

REGISTRATION #: PMO1161VVE2AA
339009101025 PMOLLLLIVVEZAA
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SECTION I: PERSONAL INFORMATION SECTION IIl: THE 2016 ELECTIONS

N How important in Dem
St in Congress and put another Democrat in lhe()ml
. Address: Office in 20167

A Very important

2 Somewhat important
. Gender: 2 Not very important
5. Tele; Yoi 2 Not important at all
. Telephone No. BN

. Email Addres: ZE -

2 Vhich group of GOP backers do you think will

| 2)
SECTION Ii: POLICY PRIORITIES have the biggest impact on the 2016 election:

c
such as immigration

A Ye O No O Not sure e ons, such as the Tea
Party Nation and the Club for Growth
Please rank the following Demox i ic 0 Conservative media outlets
priorities in order of importan
important) How should the DNC react when Republicans and
their special-i ckers ta emocrats with
? ise choose one)
__End gender "N minalion in pay sure st and hard with the truth, and hold the
c G (0 the fire
ait until the dust and then offer a low-key
response
Compls lies and mudslinging
oy J Not sure
Do you support Democratic initiatives to reduce
take other urgent action to hich Democratic candidate do you support to be
combat climate change? S Pacts i
Q Yes O No L Not sure

Do you support Pr t Obama’s proposed plan
10 provide a community college education to any
American who is willing to work for i

; it h Republican presidential hopeful do you
Si¥es: BNo | ElNotqure believe would be the hardest to defeat in 20162

Which potential actions by congressional
Republicans most concern you? (please choose up
to three)

0 Dism antling the -\Hor\hbh Cm Act

i
T ma’s judicial appointments
21 Opposing a minimum wage increuse

3 Obstrueting immigration reform Survey Continue:




Rhetoric: Written Words

GURVEY TRA i
VVER
(HLDM!ES PY‘\UM«\:L
3390
ol EASE CC
}.-\\\‘U RETU ;
FFBR\,‘;\R\ 26,2010

ST
) .\\.\\\n‘\\\\“\ W
g 1\
e

Which group of GOP backers do you think will
have the biggest impact on the 2016 elections?
(please choose one)

- Right-wing billionaires, such as the Koch brothers
e and Sheldon Adelson

A Obama ta! avo!
ort President ‘\-)“ o 1o bring 0
refus

-1 Ruthless political operatives, such as Karl Rove

- Extreme far-right organizations, such as the Tea
Party Nation and the Club for Growth

- Conservative media outlets




Rhetoric: Images
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Rhetoric: Games

 Spoken words
* Written words
* Visual images
* Processes

\> Procedural Rhetoric

CROMINDFUL

MAMMOTH



Procedural Rhetoric

&
Art of §Game Design
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Procedural Rhetoric

Two more
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Procedural Rhetoric

The Lens of
CGS1 Pavlov’s Puppy

People, like puppies, respond to reward and
punishment. To make sure that you understand
what you are teaching your players - and what you
are not teaching them - ask yourself these
questions:

When does your game give rewards to your players?
When does your game give punishments to your players?

With these rewards and punishments, what am | training
my players to do? What am [ training them to not do?

How do these implicit lessons compare to my goals and
values?

With this game, am | teaching anything that runs counter to
my values? Am | not teaching something that I really ought
to teach?

*Inspired by Jesse Schell's Deck of Lenses




Procedural Rhetoric

The Lens of
CG 82the Cognitive Corral
-

Sometimes you want to your players to think
outside the box. Sometimes, you want them to
think within a box. To help you understand the
consequences of the cognitive boxes you have

constructed, ask yourself these questions:

In my game, which choices and actions are possible, and
which are impossible? What sorts of events and situations
are possible and what sorts are impossible?

How will my limits on players’ in-game choices and in-game
experiences influence their solutions to in-game puzzles?

How might these in-game limits influence players’
developing in-game cognitive habits?

How might players’ in-game cognitive habits influence their
real-world cognitive habits?

*Inspired by Jesse Schell's Deck of Lenses
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Procedural Rhetoric
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Procedural Rhetoric

Has a clear, relevant, and playful model,

And really excellent rhetoric
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Give idea to person in market.

People in
Market

People in
Commons




Faith Fighter

FAITH FIGHTER

Religious hate has never
been so much fun
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CGS Practicum:

Find a buddy.
Pick a game.
Apply the lenses.
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Reflection:

Final thoughts.
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Reflection:

Final thoughts.

Final thoughts?
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Keep in touch!

Tim Handley - CEO @ Mindful Mammoth

tim.handley@mindfulmammoth.com
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