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Wait. Who is this guy?





Enough about me.
Who are you?



CGS: The Class



• A Challenging Thesis
• Critical Studies
• Colorful Context
• Rhetoric
• Helpful Lenses
• Practicum
• Reflection

The Plan



Games can do good.

A Challenging Thesis



Games can do harm.

A Challenging Thesis



Games that we make can do harm.

A Challenging Thesis



Everything that we make can do harm.

A Challenging Thesis



Everything that we make will do harm.

A Challenging Thesis



Everything that we make will do good ...

... and harm.

A Challenging Thesis



Two questions:

Critical Studies



Two questions:

• What does this mean?
• What does this matter?

Critical Studies



Two questions:

• What does this mean?
• What does this matter?

Critical Studies

"this" = games



Colorful Context



Colorful Context



Colorful Context

"You hunt a big lizard over one of several open-ish world maps, kill it, turn it into a 
pair of studded jorts and a giant bone hammer, and then use them to kill a bigger 
lizard. In this fashion, you work your way up the food chain ... "

"It’s exceptionally beautiful and enormously deep – and it’s silly amounts of fun, 
so long as you don’t think too hard about what it’s saying about the relationship 
between humans and nature"

"Iceborne is an essential expansion for a game that is paradoxically both 
enormous and niche. I’d recommend it to everyone – even if only because it’s 
likely to convert a few of you to veganism."

- Nic Reuben, Rock Paper Shotgun (link)

https://www.rockpapershotgun.com/2020/01/07/monster-hunter-world-iceborne-review/


What does this mean?

What does this matter?

Critical Studies

Useful discomfort



OK. So. Rhetoric.

Rhetoric



Rhetoric

Ian Bogost



The art of persuasion and expression 
(in whatever medium)

Rhetoric



Rhetoric: Spoken Words

Clinton: "Do you favor ... abolishing the 
affirmative action program that produced 
Colin Powell? Yes or no. Yes or no!"

Abigail Thernstrom: 
"I do not think that it is 
racial preferences that 
made Colin Powell."

http://www.c-span.org/video/?96122-1/town-meeting-race @ 1:44:00

http://www.c-span.org/video/?96122-1/town-meeting-race


Rhetoric: Written Words



Rhetoric: Written Words



Rhetoric: Images



Rhetoric: Games

• Spoken words
• Written words
• Visual images
• Processes

Procedural Rhetoric



Procedural Rhetoric



Procedural Rhetoric

Two more



Procedural Rhetoric



Procedural Rhetoric



Procedural Rhetoric



Procedural Rhetoric



Has a clear, relevant, and playful model, 

And really excellent rhetoric

Procedural Rhetoric



Pub Ex: The Free Culture Game



Faith Fighter



CGS Practicum:

Find a buddy.

Pick a game.

Apply the lenses.



Reflection:

Final thoughts.



Reflection:

Final thoughts.

Final thoughts?



Tim Handley - CEO @ Mindful Mammoth

tim.handley@mindfulmammoth.com

Keep in touch!


